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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 February 2004 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b® This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) ^6 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s). is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) ^6 is/are rejected. ' " 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)DAII b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Applicant's claim of priority to spnlication application 2003-042470 filed 2/20/2003 in 
Japan. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are acceptable. 

Oaim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth ,„ section 102 of tins title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the tune the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invent was 

4. Claim(s) 1-6 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takemoto 
et al. 53661 10 in view of Japanese patent 2860818 wherein Takemoto et al. discloses: 

(Re: cl 1,4) A token dispensing apparatus comprising: a token dispensing unit including 
a storage member for storing tokens (c3 L 47-58); ~ 
a token selector unit for releasing a token from the storage member based on a user 
request (c4L 5-19); 

a second sensor unit for sensing a container at the position to receive a released token (c4 

a control unit for receiving an output from the first sensor unit and comparing it with a 
predetermined value representative of a desired capacity of the container to hold tokens 
and receiving an output from the second sensor unit to determine the existence of a 
container at the position to receive a released token to enable the token selector unit to 
release tokens, the control unit stops the dispensing of the tokens when a predetermined 
value representative of the desired capacity is reached and compares the predetermined 



Application/Control Number: 10/782,304 
Art Unit: 3653 



Page 3 



value with the total number of tokens requested, when the total number tokens are greater 
than the predetermined value and the second sensor unit indicates the initial container is 
removed from the position to received released tokens, (c4 L 5-19) and the second 
sensor unit senses the second container, the control unit activates the token selector unit 
to continue to release tokens under the monitoring of the control unit (c4 L 5-19) 

(Re: cl 2) further including operator control unit for inputting an amount of tokens to be 
dispensed and a displaying unit for displaying the status of tokens in the container 
dispensed (c 3 L 1-12) 

(Re: cl 3)(2) further including a coin receiving unit and a banknote receiving unit for 
inputting monetary value in return for the amount of tokens to be dispensed (c 3 L 1-12). 

(Re: cl 4) A token dispensing device comprising: 

an amount detecting unit which detects the amount of stored tokens in the container- an 
overflow preventing unit which outputs a removing signal for removing the container 
which is located at the dispensing section and a stopping signal for the dispensing unit 
when the amount detecting unit detects a predetermined amount of tokens in the ' 
container (c4 L 20-46) ; 

^container detecting unit which detects the container located at the dispensing section; 
and a remaining amount dispensing unit which enables the token dispensing unit and the 
(c4L5- e f9t SPenSin8 b3Sed ° n 3 n °" COntainer Sig " al fr0m the Container detectin § 
(Re: cl 5) iurther includes a displaying unit for providing indicia (14 fig 2) indicating 
removal of the container based on the removing signal (c4L 5-19) ' 
(Re. cl 16) where the amount detecting unit is a counter which counts tokens dispensed 
from the token dispensing unit (c4 L 20-46) 

Japanese patent 2860818 discloses any elements not inherently taught by Takemoto et al 
including: 

container dispensing unit which dispenses a container for receiving tokens to a dispensing 
section based on a dispensing signal a token dispensing unit which dispenses the tokens 
to the contamer located at the dispensing section, ; a container dispensing unit for 
dispensing a container to receive the tokens including a container storage unit and a 
container separating unit for releasing a container from the storage member to a position 
to receive a released token; a first sensor unit for sensing the number of tokens released 
the control umt automatically activates the container separating unit to release a second' 
container (page 2, FIGS. 1 and 2) . 
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It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one of ordinary skill in the art 
to add the teachings of Japanese patent 2860818 to Takemoto et al. to give new customers their 
own token dispenser which they may lack prior to electing to dispense and come up with the 
instant invention. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

6. inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Exmr. Michael E. Butler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6937. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Gene O. Crawford, can be reached on (571) 272-691 1. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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